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I ExXHoRt THEREFORE, THAT FIRST or ALL, SUPPLI1- 
CATIONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS, AND GIVING OF 
THANKS, BE MADE FOR ALL MEN; FOR KINGS, AND 
FOR ALL THAT ARE IN AUTHORITY, THAT WE MAY 


LEAD A QUIET AND PEACEABLE LIFE, IN ALL GOP. 
LINESS AND HONESTY! . 


HO EVER either zealouſly enjoins the duty of prayer 
and thankſgiving to others, or diſcharges it with ſince- 
rity himſelf, muſt neceſſarily firſt believe ;—that the providence 
of God adjuſts every even the minuteſt parts of the creation, 
and regulates every event in the univerſe. He muſt therefore 
be firmly perſuaded, that no GOOD can happen to us, —as well 


where the agency of man is interpoſed, as where they do not 


intervene as inſtruments, — Which Gop in his loving kindneſs 
has not appointed ;—and that even no SEEMING EVIL can 
befall us, which the ſame all-merciful Providence has not fore- 


ſeen, and which he will not in the event, convert to REAL 
GOOD, | 


op ; Upon 


+ 
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Upon a former occaſion, not indeed on a day of evsrLic 


THANK$6tviNe, but, of puBtic-HUMELiaTiON,” took the 
opportunity of proving and explaining to you ſo fully, the truth 
of the perpetual AEN bor PROVIDENOA over mankind, 
conſidered, both INDIVIDUALLY and. NATION EASY" without 
the belief of which, all prayer and thankſgiving, i is certainly but 
either idle mockery, or deteſtable hypocriſy, that I truſt, it is 
not now neceſſary for me to enter into an inveſtigation of the 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES of that doctrine, as that would be only 
to repeat once more, what I before "ms. 7 
There i is lever ONE, and at t this time, but one. olieBion to 
that explanation, againſt which, I wiſh further to caution you; 


as it may without a previous guard, at firſt ſight appear, either 


ſufficient, totally to ſubvert the whole, fabric, or at leaſt to make 


it totter on, it's haſis.— An objedtion, which, i it muſt, be conſoſſed, 


has ſometimes afforded a momentary. triumph to infidels, and 
does perhaps {till ſerve to ſupport-at, teaſt the doubts of ſceptics; 
notwithſtanding it has under different forms been often an- 
ſwered, and certainly is capable of receiving the, moſt complete 
refutation. It wat however be e. that it t Has likewiſe 
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—too ſincere i in the belief of Chriſtianity, wh to9-.calgbraged 


lor their acquiſitions in human learnipg;—not to impart to it @ 


weight 
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weight and authority, which it could not claim from it's own | 
ſtrengtb. And, ab awthorityi.has more influence over the bulk 
of mankind, than even reafon itſelf, it is a duty the more incum- 
bent upon me, to attempt at leaſt, to convince your underſtand- 
ings of the falſity of the objection, by * it's — | 
Mr N means, expoling; it's _ * | 
10 A. io and 10 waty N 

The contin is founded upon the 333 incompatibility 
of PRESCLENCE in Gop, with FREEDOM in MAN. For, to the 
objectors it appears incomprehenſible, that God ſhould be able 
CERTAIN LY- $0; FQRESBE,,;FREE CONTINGENT ACTIONS. 

101 | abrow {ont Salis: HH 

| Sore of, them bac do not Foy _ that both theſe won 
one: are trae, ſeparately conſidered ;—and even maintain, that 
THEY BELISVE, them both, though they appear to be incon- 
ſiſtent with, or. contradictory to each other. If they would 
be content to aſſent, to them upon the authority of Scripture, 
notwithſtanding. they are unable to. give a ſolution of this dif- 
ficulty, which they ſtate; .they would haye good and incontro- 
vertible grounds for their belief. For it well becomes the 1gno- 
rance of man to receive as indiſputably true, whatever God in 
his infinite wiſdom has declared, though human reaſon is itſelf 
unable to diſcover it. But, when they affirm, that upqn the 
principles of reaſon only, they aſſent to the truth of two ptopd - 
ſitions, which at the ſame time appear to them irreconcileable 
wich each other, they mult, moſt certainly, have only deceived 


them- 


e 
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themſelves, and miſtaken an illuſion of the imagination, for that 
conviRton of the underſtanding, which can alonè be the refult 
of reaſoning, and intuition. .' For till all the boundaries and 
land-marks of human knowledge be firſt broken down, and 
carried away, no man can diſcern the truth of two contradiftory 
propoſitions; and if they be once removed, nothing is left us 
to contemplate, but the deſolate view of one ſhoreleſs occan of 
ſcepticiſm. NEST on en 5 


Formidable however, as this difficulty may at firſt view appear, 
it is in reality only a mere phantom, which entirely owes it's 
viſionary form and ſhape, to a miſt, raiſed from words. For it 
muſt either ariſe from the ſuppoſition, that by the c, % Nr 
of human actions, is meant, that they are the offspring of mere 
CHANCE, and then they muſt be either ETTECTS WITHOUT A 
CAUSE, which is abſurd, or the effects of souEH Ask, which 
though not viſible to finite, may be to infinite wiſdom; or it 
muſt ariſe from the ſuppoſition, that thoſe events, which are 
on called covTIN ENT, becauſe they are UunczrTAIN in 


their iſſue to vs, can not be therefore known with cxxTAiNTY 
to Gov. | 


But, as both theſe ſuppoſitions are founded on falſe principles; 
the deduQtions- which are drawn from them, muſt likewiſe ter- 
minate in error. For though every man, is endued with a pow- 
er to cuogss, and AcTs in conſequence of his own choicr, 
yet, 


. 
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yet, as every ſuch action mult ariſe from ſome MorivE, and 
is conſequently the EFFECT of ſome 1NTENTION or DESIGN 
in man, otherwiſe, man could vor be a RATIONAL AGENT ; — 
the actions of men therefore, no more than the works of God, 
can with propriety be called, the produce of cuance. 


On the contrary. Each motive produces its correſpondent 
atlion, in all the varieties of human. agency, as much as each 
law of nature, does its correſpondent effect, in the multiform 
phenomena of the univerſe. For, where we have an equal 
knowledge of thoſe motives, and theſe laws, we can equally ac- 
count for the regularities and aberrations of men, as for all the 
motions of the heavenly bodies ;—we can equally point out the 
cauſe of the ſteady perſeverance of ſome men in a regular courſe 
of virtue, and the eccentric deviations of others, —of the calm 
gentleneſs of one nation, and the wild ferocity of another,—as 
we can explain the reaſons of the continued revolutions of the 
planets in their orbits, and the ſtill ſeeming eccentricity of the 


comets, —of the gentle lapſe of a river, or. the tumultuous agi- 


tations of the ocean. Were it not fo, all precept would be vain, 
and even all revelation uſeleſs. For what is the intent of either 


human or divine inſtruction, but to ſupply us with MoTives as 


well as PRINCIPLES, to controul the headſtrong violence of our 
paſſions, to ſpeak them into peace, to ſay to them, thus far ſhalt 
thou go and no further, and to keep all the lawful emotions of 
our nature, confined, within their own proper banks of reaſon 
and religion, 
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As to the ſuppoſition, of any AxSsOLUTE conTINGENCY 
in human actions, ſo that the actions themſelves, and their 
effects, cannot be diſcerned by the all- ſeeing eye of Gop; 
it is not only inconſiſtent with every 1D EA of a cREATOR, 
and therefore incongruous to REASON ;—for he, who MADE 
man, muſt KN ow, what is id man, and he, who xxows the 
MOTIVES, muſt foreſee the actions but it is likewiſe contra- 
difted, by what man himſelf can actually diſcover, and refuted, 
by what we ourſelves daily experience. 


For, notwithſtanding all this much talked of conTincexncy 
of rxEE actions, can not even every one of us, kN O, in 
reſpett to thoſe with whom we are intimately acquainted, now 
in certain caſes THEY WILL ACT? And for what purpoſe, are 


all the pains, which ſome men take to inveſtigate human nature ; 


but, that from the knowledge of human motives, they may be 
able to foreſee, and in diverſe inſtances with almoſt abſolute 
certainty to foretell, what in given circumſtances, will be the 
FUTURE actions, not only of individuals, but even of whole 
nations? Could we not derive ſome knowledge of this kind, 
from the informations we have received of the aftions, inten- 
tions, and deſigns of other men in the ſeveral paſt ages, and 
nations of the world ;—hiſtory could not convey to us any 
inſtruction, nor could experience impart to us any wiſdom. 


That 


EE. I 


That even wr therefore, poor, purblind, and diminutive 
creatures, as WE are, have SOME PRESCIENCE, or FORESIGHT 
of HUMAN ACTIONS, CONTINGENT as they are called, is 
evident, both to reaſon and experience. Can any one then with 
the leaſt appearence of argument, or the ſlighteſt probability of 
conjecture, maintain, that a diſcernment ſimilar in kind, but 
infinitely more excellent in its nature and degree, does not be- 
long to HI, who at one glance beholds the whole and wide ex- 
panded circle of creation? If it be aſked, why our foreſight is 
ſo limited in its diſcoveries? — the anſwer is evident; — chat it 
ariſes from the ſmall circumference of that horizon, which 
bounding our view, neceſſarily circumſcribes all the circumſtan- 
ces and motives of mankind, from which our knowledge can 
poſſibly be derived. From hence then it follows, that only the 
actions of THosE men who are removed to ſuch a diſtance from 
us in PLACE or TIME, that their motives are beyond ov ken; 
can truly be ſaid to be conTiNGENT EVEN in reſpett to us. 

But no actions whatſoever can poſſibly with propriety be al- 
firmed to be conTINGENT to that — BEING; wo, 
is the cREATOR and MAKER OF ALL THINGS. For, arguing 
analogically from our own faculties, as employed only for a mo- 
ment, upon a very ſmall, — even an infinitely ſmall part of nts 
works, REASON can teach us;—that A1. ſucceſſions of ages, 
and of countries, muſt be to mim, but ons ETERNAL Now, 
and EVER PRESENT VISION. 


*. 
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Whether therefore, an event has happened, or will happen, 
that is to ſay, — whether as it regards us, it be paſt or future, 
theſe terms can never appertain to it, when it is conſidered in 
relation to Gop. Pas r, PRESENT, AND TO COME, are to HIM, 
THE SAME. — To Hin, whom neither ſpace, nor time can 


eircumſcribe, every event muſt be equally, cRTAIx, becauſe at 


all times, it equally, 1s. He ſees, at one view, every tribe of 
men, and each individual of every age and nation, which was, 
ts, or ever WILL BE upon earth; to each therefore he has allot- 
ted his ſtation; and as the moral governor of the univerſe, he has 
involved in every man's condition, the temporal rewards of his 
virtue, and the correftion or puniſhment of his vices; whether 
the events ariſe from the unconſcious operations of the works of 
nature, or from the free and voluntary actions, of mankind upon 
each other. To n1m therefore it was equally as well known, 
when he ſent down that national calamity, which we ſo lately | 


deplored; as it now is to vs, when we are met to return thanks 


for its removal ;—whether we ſhould receive it with thoſe diſpo- 
fitions of mind, which are moſt acceptable to HIM, and which, 
would through his all-bountiful goodneſs, avert from us a laſling 
puniſhment ; or, — whether, ſtill remaining ungrateful for our 
paſt bleſſings, and inſenſible of his all-ruling power, we ſhould 
continue to be the objects of his diſpleaſure, and conſequently 
become the juſt vitims of his vengeance. He certainly fore- 
knew our contrition for our former ingratitude, and the peni- 


tent anguiſh of our ſouls under our late affliftion; and had 
there- 
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therefore pre-determined the preſent happy event, and extraor- 
dinary HUMAN MEANS he would ſele&t, as the inſtruments of 
turning our ſorrow into gladneſs. Whilſt therefore in our ef- 
fuſions of joy for his MajzsTY's reſtoration to health, and our 
own conſequent reſtoration to happineſs, the common feelings 
of our nature -prompt us to expreſs the gratitude which we 
juſtly owe even to the HUMAN INSTRUMENTS ;—let us with a 


ſtill vaſtly more lively gratitude, united with the moſt exalted 
piety, moſt fervently and unremittingly pour forth our tribute 


of thankſgiving, which to the conviction of our underſtandings, 
has been ſhown to be ſo abundantly due, to THaT sur REE, 
EFFICIENT CAUSE; © TO. WHOM ALONE OF RIGHT BELONG, 
ALL' HONOUR AND GLORY, PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING, 
BOTH NOW AND FOR EVERMORE. 


If indeed, the objeQion to the providence of God, had been 
really well founded, which, I truſt, has been amply proved, to 


be altogether groundleſs; then certainly, the duties of prayer, 


and thankſgiving, would upon the principles of reaſon alone, be 
totally annihilated; and even difficult perhaps would it have 


been to engage mankind to perform them, upon the authority 
of revelation. For who. can reaſonably be expected, to offer up 


prayers to a being, for the averting from us, future calamities ; 
which, that being cannot foreſee; and to thank him for paſt 


bleſſings; which xz could not foreknow ? But having already 


reconciled, the injunctions of revelation, with the deduQtions 
; D of 
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of reaſon; let us now, with the moſt implicit ſubmiſſion, attend 
to the exhortation of the Apoſtle in my text, and carefully 
conſider, both it's ex1Nc1PLEs, and it's CONSEQUENCES. 


In the foregoing chapter, he had taught Timothy, that, “the 
END of the whole commandment is CHARITY, Out of a pure 
heart, and good conſcience, and faith unfeigned.“ He had like- 
wiſe ſhown, how, * ſome teachers had ſuerved from that end,“ 
and that © his own blaſphemies and perſecutions were pardoned, 
becauſe they had been done ignorantly -in unbelief.” Having 
again enjoined Timothy, © to hold faith and a good conſcience,” 
he then begins the ſecond chapter, with this exhortation, © I 
exhort therefore that firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, and giv- 
ing of thanks be made for AL men; for kings and for ail 
that are in AuTHORIT, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godlineſs and honeſty. For this is good and accept- 
able in the ſight of God our Saviour.“ And certainly, as charity 
is the END of the commandment ; nothing could poſſibly, more 
.effeually illuſtrate and promote that end, than an injunction to 
pray for the temporal and eternal happineſs of the whole rate of 
mankind; whatever may be their ſtate and condition, and in what - 
ever region and country they may exiſt. What exbortation like- 
wiſe, can more efficaciouſly tend to produce the coN 8&QVENCE 
of ſuch a practice, THE LEADING A QUIET AND PEACEABLE 
LIFE IN ALL GODLINESS AND HONESTY, than, the command, 
to make all ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and thankſ- 
| | giving, 
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giving, for x1xGs, and ALL in AUTHORITY ? Since upon the 
condutt of kings, and the exerciſe of their authority, the com- 
forts of the people muſt very much depend; conſidered in rela- 
tion to zor the: circumſtances, which are generally ſuppoſed 
to conſtitute the happineſs of man ;—the outward condition of 
his and the inward ſtate of his mind. 

Top prove dials can it be . for me to deſeribe the "RA 
rid ſtate of a nation, where either for the puniſhment of it's 
crimes, or for:a'trial of it's virtues, —or for ſome other reaſon 
not immediately diſcernable by us, — God permits a tyrant, to 
ſeize upon the property of his ſubjects, without law, equity, jul- 
tice, or humanity to deprive them of their liberties, and im- 
mure them in a darkfome dungeon, unknowing of their accuſa- 
tion, and unconſcious of any crime: —to rob them of their 
lives, — by ſubſtituting private aſſaſſination for legal judgment ; 
— to rack their bodies-with the moſt agonizing tortures, ſo as 
to induce even innocence herſelf, when unable to ſuſtain the 
anguiſh, to avow the perpetration of a crime it was impoſſible 
for her to commit ; — 1 again aſk, — need I take upon:me: the 
painful taſk of recounting to you, the miſeries, which hiſtory 
teaches us, others, have ſuffered. from wicked rulers ?—Need I 
deſcribe the dire ſtate of perſccation, under which the Apoſtle 
lived, when he gave the injunction in my text; or the ſufferings 
they. ſuſtained to whom it was given ?—to teach you how much 
the comfort and well being of W muſt depend upon the 

conduct 
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conduct of KINGS, and the exerciſe of that power, which is 
intruſted to every one in authority. 


Thanks be to God! That we can only learn from the 
revelations of oTHERs, the evils and calamities which tyrants 
ſo frequently produce; but thanks be likewiſe to the ſame 
Almighty goodneſs, wE have the unſpeakable happineſs of know- 
ing from our own preſent experience, What BLESSI ns, an hu- 
mane, virtuous, and pious monarch is able to confer. Our 
prayers. and ſupplications can only be offered up to God, to 
entreat, that ys, who is the KINO of x1nGs, would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to continue his bleſſings to us; and our thankſgivings 


ought inceſſantly to be pourcd forth, that he has given us a 


king, to be the inſtrument of good to his people. 


But, when nations are ſuffering under circumſtances the very 
reverſe of thoſe in which we rejoice ; where can they look for 
ſuccour in their diſtreſs where can they ſeek either ſome miti- 
gation, or total redreſs of the evils, under which they groan, but, 
of IM WHO RULETH OVER ALL ?—Would they attempt to 
find a remedy, by an union of their own ſtrength and power, as a 
people; how can they effect even this without His aid ?—Who, 
though he has left the actions of men to their own choice, has 
adjuſted the events of them to their puniſhment or reward ; and 
how can they procure rs aſſiſtance, without acknowledging his 
power, and imploring his help ?—But if, without looking up to 

| God, 
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God, as the ſupreme governor of the univerſe, and the great and 
ultimate diſpoſer of all events, they aſſume vengeance to them- 
ſelves, and diſſolving the government, return once more to that 
STATE OF NATURE, Out of which they emerged, or rather, to 
a ſtate worst than that,—of rorALl anarcnyy and con- 
FUSION ;—(thoſe bonds of epaREaTAL AUTHORITY, and of 
FILIAL UNION, Which at firſt Bound MEN TO EACH OTHER, 
being now s8NAPT ASUNDER,)—they will involve themſelves in 
far greater evils, than thoſe, which they endeavoured to re- 
move; and being inured to thoſe habits of cruelty and ferocity, 
which a civil war neceſſarily implants and nouriſhes,—they muſt 


at length be forced to ſubmit, either to ſome one tyrant, worſe 


than he was, againſt whom they at firſt united ;—or, inſtead of 
bearing the yoke of ons, ſubmit to the far greater burden of 
MANY,—Thus, by violating a primary duty of Chriſtianity, — 
NOT TO DO Evil, that even o MAY COME OF 1T,—they 
will have filled their country with the forbidden evil, without 
reaping the expeded good. But if, on the contrary, men would 
but obey the injunctions of the Apoſtle, they would in all ſuch 
caſes, not only in due time, that is, at that time, which God ſees 
fitteſt for man, have the cauſe of their ſufferings removed ; but, 
even whilſt they continued to ſuſtain them, —ſuch would be the 
efficacy of prayer upon their own minds, that the yoke would 
become eaſier, and their burden lighter. —For, the very exerciſe 
and habit of prayer, would eradicate thoſe emotions of reſent- 
ment, anger, wrath, and revenge, from their boſoms, which only 

| E | ſerve 
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ſerve to give a keener edge to our calamities; and by im- 
planting mildneſs, meekneſs, gentleneſs, forbearance, and reſig- 
nation in their ſtead, either heal their wounds, or render the 
ſufferer more inſenſible to pain. ER? 


The duty of men therefore, under the ſufferings which are 
inflicted upon them, in conſequence of the coverRnmenrt, 


under which they live, is the ſame, as under any other misfor- 


tunes they ſuſtain, from any other circumſtances, in which they 
are placed; and their relief muſt ariſe from the ſame means.— 

That is to ſay,—in both caſes, they muſt not, “ be e 
* anxiouſly ſolicitous for any thing, but in every thing by prayer 


« ond fupplication, and thankſgiving, to let their requeſts be made 


* known unto God ;”—for then, as the Apoſtle ſays, —* the peace 
*/ God, whi ich paſſeth all underſtanding, will has ther hearts 
« and minds; through Jeſus Chriſt.” 


This is a mode of ſeeking relief upon all occaſions, by which 
we can never be in danger of committing any crime But 


every repeated application of it, will be a new increaſe in piety, 


and virtue; and make us become the ſtill more fit to receive 
the benefit we aſk. 


This is a mode, by which, we may not only, moſt ſurely 
alteviate our own wants, but relieve likewiſe thoſe of our fellow 
creatures,—This is a method, by which, the pooreſt man 1s 


enabled 
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enabled to do more acts of charity, than the moſt opulent, with 
all his wealth, is able to impart.— This affords means, by which, 
the moſt indigent, can return to the moſt bountiful benefaQor, 
infinitely greater benefits than he receives.—This opens a way, 
by which, the meaneſt ſubje& can confer greater bleſſings upon 
his KING and couNTRY, than the moſt potent monarch has, by 
any other means, power to beſtow.—May we not then, without 
being liable to the accuſation of preſumption, but from a well- 
grounded confidence in the promiſes of the Goſpel, RETURN 
THANKS. TO Gop, THAT HE HAS BEEN PLEASED TO RE- 
STORE OUR MONARCH, TO THE ARDENT PRAYERS OF HIS 
PEOPLE ?—And ſurely, my brethren, if there be ſubjects upon 
earth, who ought inceſſantly to implore, the protection and 
favour of Heaven, upon the monarch, under whoſe government 
they live ;—and to offer up the moſt fervent gratitude to Provi- 
dence, for delivering him from ſickneſs, and enabling him again 
to wield the ſceptre with his own hand ;—if there be a nation, 
which ought ever to be returning thanks to God, for the national 
bleſſings they enjoy. WE ARE THOSE SUB JzEcTs,—whoſe more 
peculiar bounden duty it is: WER ARE THAT NATION,—Which 
enjoys the privilege of being that choſen people! 


Would time' permit me, now more fully to illuſtrate to you, 
the conduct of Providence, in the government of nations, and 
more amply to trace out his ways, in his dealings with mankind ; 


I could not poſſibly make choice of a ſubje&, which would more 
clearly 


( 18 ) 


clearly and effectually evince it, than in minutely pointing out 
to you, his continued operations, in the whole progreſs, forma- 
tion, and eſtabliſhment of our own conſtitution. For though, 
to an infidel, or ſceptical politician, it may perhaps appear; to 
be the mere fabrication of men; to any one, who looks deeper 
than the ſurface of things, it muſt be evident, that it could not 
have been completed without the AND os Gop.—For, it is 
compoſed of materials, the moſt various and diſcordant ;— 


brought in different ages, by inhabitants of countries, moſt vari- 


ous and oppoſite in their manners, laws, cuſtoms, and inſti- 
tutions by Romans, —by Goths, —by Saxons, —by Danes, — 
by Normans ;—and in later times, by inhabitants of various 


other countries, both near and remote ;—and all theſe other 


various materials, were intermixed with the original, and native 
produce of this iſland. | 


Prior to experience, what could we poſſibly expect to find,. | 


but, —that a fabric, thus compoſed of ſuch different, and hetero- 
geneous materials, muſt be rude and mis-fhapen in it's form, 
weak and feeble in it's ſtructure ?—If again, we conſider that 
the workmen, who at different times deviſed the plans, and con- 
tributed their labour to build it, were as diſcordant in their 
defigns, and as various in their ſtrength and ſkill, as the mate- 
rials of which it was compoſed ;—that the part which one had 
ereQed, another pulled down ;—a column, or an arch, which 


ene ſupplied, another removed ;—a center of the building, 
| which 
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which one had raiſed, another took away ;—what idea, I repeat, 
could any one, prior to experience, form of ſuch an edifice ?— 
But that it was an huge, unwieldy pile,—which, from the imper- 
fection of the materials, and unſkilfulneſs of the workmen, was 
tottering to it's fall ;—and whilſt it laſted, —ſerved only as a 
monument of miſemployed induſtry, and of human weakneſs ?— 
For, where there is no ſeledtion in the materials, there can ſurely 
be no beauty in the work ;—and where there is no uniformity 
of deſign, there evidently can be no proportion, nor unity in 
the whole. For otherwiſe, deſign, muſt be the effect of chance, 
and coherence, the offspring of incongruzty. 


But if, on the contrary, this fabric be an object of the higheſt 
admiration ;—and even of ſuch envy to other nations, as to be 
deemed the moſt complete model for their imitation,—from it's 
ſuperiority in beauty, elegance, and convenience, to every other 
conſtitution, which ever was, or now is ;—if an attempt to frame 
ſuch a form of government, were the wiſh, and deſire of the wiſeſt 
nations, and of the profoundeſt legiſlators of antiquity, —but, 
which, they were unable to accompliſh ;—where can we look 
for THAT ALL-PIERCING MIND, and- ALL-PLASTIC HAND, 
which brought forth unity out of variety which ſtruck out 
harmony from diſcord, —which produced the moſt perfett m- 
metry, out of an unformed chaos ?—So that the whole body is 
fitly joined together, and compadted by that which every joint 
ſupplieth a perfect ſyſtem,—in which,—the authority of the 

F king, 
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king, the power of the nobles, and the liberty of the people, 
reciprocally ſupport, and are ſupported by each other. Where 


_—_— = _ - — 
— 
FU - — * 
_— — - >> — — 2 

— — 

1 " g — 2 223 
2 — — ww = "0 — 
5 — » * — 5 


b 
— 


2) v 2 ISS — 
2 — — fä— Oy 
* - 


each part remains firm, by it's own proper principle of coheſion ; 


—— 


and where, the equal preſſure of the parts upon each other, 
ſupports the wxoLE in the common center of gravitation ?—To 
whom, I ſay, can we look, as the deſigner and finiſher of ſuch 
a work ?—but to THAT ALL-MIGHTY ARCHITECT and RULER, 
who puts down one king, and ſets up another, —who turned the 
. moſt jarring and contradictory wills of men,—whilſt operating 


| | in ways the moſt diverſe and oppoſite,—to fulfil, in the moſt 1 
[ perfect concord, his own intentions, and complete his own de- 1 


ſigns—H x, —whilſt men were gratifying the inclinations of their 
own free wills, who were always ignorant of the future conſequen- 


| ces of their own conduct, and were often uſing means, which 8 
0 | fruſtrated their own devices — RHE, I ſay, made all of them, his I 
| i own inſtruments in the production of events, diametrically oppo- 3 


ſite to thoſe, which were the objects of their own choice; and 
therefore deſtructive of the apparent natural conſequences of N 
ia their own adtions. | 1 


wo In ſeparate and detached parts of this plan, the operations of 1 
i „ | God have been often clearly and diſtinaly delineated. But N 

theſe, 1 ſhall paſs over in ſilence, as moſt of theſe events are | 
ial annually celebrated by our Church ;—and therefore, you have 
3 repeated opportunities -of hearing the cauſes and conſequences 
of them minutely explained. It only remains for me therefore 


LI 


. 


now, 
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now, to remind you of the anguiſh, which we felt for his 
Majeſty's late affliction, and the {till further miſeries, which we 
feared, would have accrued from it's continuance.—This, 1t 1s 
neceſſary for me to do, for the moſt important purpoſe, of point- 
ing out to you, the ALL-DIRECTING PROVIDENCE or Gop, 
in the events produced by the TREE ACENCY Or MAN,—(the 
only purpoſe for which, we would wiſh to remember it) ;—and 
thus teach you to be truly grateful to Goo, for the bleſſing of 
that recovery, for. which, we are now enjoined by authority, to 
offer up to iu, our unfeigned praiſes, and thankſgivings. 


Need I to obſerve to you, that our ſorrows flowed not from 
one ſingle ſpring ?—That one ſource of them, aroſe in our com- 
mon feelings, as MEN the other, in the more peculiar ſenſa- | 
tions, which belong to us, as sUB3EtcTs ?—To know only, that 
a moſt amiable monarch, though he was even unrelated to us 
in that capacity, —was afflicted with the direſt malady, which 
can poſſibly befall human nature ;—to think of the poignancy, 
with which, the affliction muſt pierce the exquilitely ſuſceptible 
boſom, of one,—who is a pattern of all that is amiable, as a 
wife, —and of all that is examplary, as a mother ;—of one,— 
pre-eminent in virtue, as in rank to recolle&,—how much 
it muſt wound the breaſts of an amiable offspring, who return 
the utmoſt anxiety of parental love, with the tendereſt warmth 
of filial affection; - muſt alone excite in every heart,—the leaſt 
| ſenſible 
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ſenſible to the beſt affeQions of human nature, the tendereſt 
regret, and the ſincereſt ſorrow ! 


But, when to the confideration of him, for whom we mourned, 
as the object of veneration, and as a bright example of our 


Imitation, as a MAN,—were added likewiſe, —our reverence and 


love towards him, for the bleſſings he imparted to us,—as a 
SOVEREIGN, and as the FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE no words 


can paint the horror, with which, we contemplated our fituation 


at the moment; and the gloom which overſpread our future 
proſpects— What gleam of hope from mortal help, could we 
diſcern ?—What effectual human remedy could we foreſee ?— 
To prayer alone, could we have recourſe ;—to implore of Gop, 
— that he would either be graciouſly pleaſed, —in his own good 
time,—to remove the malady ;—or,—to teach us, under it's 
continuance, to bend in mute ſubmiſſion to his uNERRING 
will. Thus, endeayouring better to fit ourſelves, for the en- 
joyment at leaſt of any future benefits, God might be pleaſed 
to vouchſafe us, by humbly reſigning ourſelves to the depri- 
vation of thoſe bleflings, we had ſo long enjoyed ;—and which, 
ve then began to be ſenſible, —we had ſo little deſerved. 


A faint ray of hope indeed, that the affliction might not only 
be temporary, but even of ſhort duration, was ſoon thought to 
be diſcerned by ſome ;—but which, was deemed by others, to be 
merely. viſionary, and illuſive.— They repreſented it, as either, 

—the 
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—the ſuggeſtion only, of ignorant pretence, or cunning impoſ- 
ture; — or, at beſt, —as the deluſion of hope, —which rather 
imagines it beholds, what it wiſhes to ſee,—than really bcholds, 
what it warmly deſcribes.—Whilſt ſome however, were eagerly 
flattering themſelves, with ſo indiſtintt a glimmering of comfort ; 
—yet,—whether, in the mean time,—the ſame ſyſtem of condutt 
would be adopted, which, under the auſpices of our moſt gra- 
cious ſovereign, with the favour of Heaven upon his pious en- 
deavours, procured happineſs to ourſelves, and made us the 
envy of other nations ;—was {till to them,—and indeed to almoſt 
all,—a ſubjeQ, of moſt anxious doubt, and moſt ſolititous en- 
quiry.— But, it was not long, before this ſuſpence,—harraſling 
1 as that was, —ſeemed to be converted into the ſtill more melan- 
choly convittion, of an indubitable certainty.— Far, — far diſtant, 
—be the ſpirit of party from theſe ſacred walls Would to 
1 Heaven, it were baniſhed from every place And, God forbid ! 
K —that whilſt I am aiming to teach you, your duty to your CRxE- 
0 ATOR, I ſhould endeavour to excite in you the leaſt animoſity, 
3 againſt any one of your ſellow creatures. God forbid alſo !— 
4 that I ſhould uſe the language of adulation, to the beſt, or the 
'} wiſeſt of mortals, in a place, ſet apart for offering.up our prayers 
| and praiſes, to the ALIL-MICHTY and ALL-wisE RULER or 
p THE WORLD.—Anxious however as I am, to make you ſully 
ſenſible of the happineſs, to which we are reſtored, by the event 
we are now met to commemorate ;—and to teach you with 
F keart-felt gratitude, to acknowledge in it,—the all-pervading 
i | G providence 
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providence of God ;—whatever is neceſſary to be ſaid, for the 
accompliſhment of theſe important purpoſes, I ſhall dare to ſay, 


 —equally diſdaining to deprecate the cenſure, as to court the 


applauſe of man.— Duty therefore, compels me to obſerve,— 
that s0ME,—in the midſt of our general diſtreſs, —in their eager- 
neſs to ſeize the helm of ftate,—in their haſte to graſp it more 
ſpeedily,—and their wiſh to hold it more firmly,—did not at 
leaſt MaTURELY confider, — that they attempted to lay the 
ground-work of their plan, in principles, not only incapable of 


cohering with thoſe of the conſtitution in general ; . but which 
vere in their nature, even repulſive of thoſe particular princi- 
| ples, upon which, his Majeſty's own right, and that of his family, 


was at firſt founded, and is now fo firmly eſtabliſhed. Upon 
principles too, which muſt in the event, either for ever have 
excluded the rightful Monarch, from re- aſſuming his ſeat upon 
the throne ; or at leaſt, upon his recovery, have reſerved for 
him. only,—a participation in a divided crown and empire — 
Upon principles, which would alſo in the mean time, have left 
him deprived of that common proteQion for his perſon, and for 
the preſervation of thoſe comforts and conveniences, which, the 
equitable ſpirit of our laws, truſting nothing to the particular 
characters of individuals, however amiable, extends without diſ- 
crimination, to the peaſant, and the peer. 


Some faithful ABDIELS however, —ſaithful alike to the mo- 


narch and the people, —in this dread moment of danger to the 
ſtate, 
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ſlate,—aroſe,—with the moſt irreſiſtible tide of pathetic elo- 
quence, and with the moſt irreſiſtible ſtrength of argument, 
ſucceſsfully to oppoſe, and happily to diſconcert theſe meaſures. 
They nobly ſtood forth as the guardians of the conſtitution.— 
They oppoſed themſelves as bulwarks, for the protection of that 


ſovereign, to whoſe defence indeed they were bound, but bound 
only, in common with many others, —by every tie of public, and 


of private duty. In a noble emulation of their ſpirit, the ſpirit 
of the people likewiſe aroſe.—An almoſt unexampled loyalty, and 


ſacred regard to the conſtitution, diffuſed themſelves around, — 
penetrated to the remoteſt corners of the country, and animated 


and invigorated almoſt every breaſt. —The underſtandings af 
the people were enlightened ;—and they juſtly diſcerned, that 
their own liberties, and their Monarch's rights, were inſeparable ; 
and. that they only, who were faithful ſubjeAs to HIM, could 
be true friends to THEM. 


Will you ſay, that this was only the common triumph af 
truth over error, —aided by that natural impulſe of affections, 
which will at times, impetuouſly break forth from the human 
heart, like a torrent, and which, it is in vain to attempt to ſtop, 


in the fury of it's courſe ? 


Be it ſo !—Though certainly, even the vanquiſhed could boaſt 
of much worldly wiſdom, and politic ſagacity. But, advance 


one ſtep further, and then try, whether you do not diſcover that 
x ſame 
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ſame AL MICHTY PowER, which we have ſo often ſeen, ſuffer- 
ing men indeed to att according to their own wills, —yet turning 


aſide the conſequences they intended, by an interpoſition of 


events, which renders all their volitions and deſigns, vain, —and 
all their actions and attempts, ineffectual? See, whether you 
do not find, that the very eagerneſs, with which, the attempt was 
made, the more haſtily to ſnatch into their hands, the reins of 
government, was not the very circumſtance, which fruſtrated 
their attempt ?—and whether, even the very labour, which ſome 
employed, to make their power, when they ſhould be in poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, to ſtand faſt as a ſtrong mountain, which nothing 
could move,—was not the very cauſe of their not attaining any 
ſhare of it, even for a moment? Look likewiſe, and behold the 
ſame ALL-RULING PROVIDENCE, Who is our conſtant guide, 
protector, and benefattor, not only reſtoring our ſovereign, and 


the bleſſings of his government, to the prayers of his people ;— 


but in the abundance of his mercy, which always gives us more 
than we can aſk or think, in a much ſhorter ſpace of time, than 
even the moſt ſanguine of his ſubjects, or the moſt affectionate of 
his ſervants, could even dare to hope ?—Look once more,— at 
the HUMAN AGENCY, Which God thought fit to employ, as the 
INSTRUMENT of this bleſſing ;—and ſay, whether it is not in 
vain, that human cunning, and worldly wiſdom, look down with 
diſdain, contempt, and ſcorn upon him, whom the Lord hath 
determined and delighted to honour ? 


( 


* 'Tyis 15 THE LoRD's DOING ! '"— And as it is now mar- 
vellous in our eyes, —let it remain ſo indelibly imprinted on our 
memory, that we may teach it to our children's children !—Let 
it bring forth in us, it's genuine fruits of praiſe and thankſgiving ; 
by inſtrufting .us and our poſterity,=" To REIOIOE iN THE 
« LORD ATLwũʃAV:“ — Again, I ſay, xEjorice !—Let us then 
pay the higheſt and moſt acceptable nonour'to the kixc, 
by learning of him, truly to EAR GOD. For, though that 
eternal Son of God, who by his death, made an atonement for 
our fins, can alone afford us, an impeccable example of a godly 
life yet every one knows, that even mere human patterns of 
goodneſs, however they may be ridiculed by ſome, have a pow- 
erful influence, in direQing the conduct of others ;—and that 
the higher the ſtation is, in which they ſhine, the greater is their 
efficacy.—Happy then, thrice happy nation, - where the brighteſt 
beams of y1ery and virTUE;, reſplendent on the throne, diffuſe 
their rays all around upon the people !—For, when we look 
up to that elevated ſtation, we behold the radiance of thoſe, 
who have learned from their own. experience, - may we alſo 
therefore learn the ſame,—that,—* copriness IS PROFIT- 
* ABLE UNTO ALL THINGS ! '—To the ons, it was,—from 
the inward peace and affiance which it beſtows,—a moſt pow- 
erful, pre-diſpoſing cauſe of his recovery. To the oTHER,— 
from the truſt and reſignation it imparts,—it was the firmeſt 
ſupport, under her afflittion. And it remains now to Bou 
in their * an abundant ſource of joy, which neither 

4 H titles, 
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titles, rank, riches, nor dominion can give ;—and which like- 


wiſe, nothing in this world, nor even the world itſelf, can 
take away. 


Suffer not then, I beſeech you, my brethren, —ſuffer not 
theſe examples, which the goodneſs of God has given for 
your benefit, to add only to your condemnation. — But, let 
us allo LEAD A QUIET AND PEACEABLE LITE, IN ALL 
GODLINESS AND HONESTY ;—and give the beſt ſecurity for 
our loyalty to our earthly Monarch, by an unreſerved, and 
unremitting obedience to the will of our heavenly Sovereign. 


Then, truſting in the merits, and mediation of our LoRD 
and Saviour ]tsus CurisT, we may humbly hope to be 
admitted hereafter, to that community of eternal peace, unity, 
and harmony,—the bleſſed ſociety of jusT MEN MADE PER» 
FECT ; — Which neither faction ſhall diſtradt, nor even party 
ſhall divide ;—but,—where,—the moſt humble piety, and the 
moſt unbounded benevolence, ſhall be the higheſt honour, 
and moſt exalted happineſs. 


Now to Fark ER, Son, and Holy) GurosT,—to whom 
belong all micyr, MAJESTY, and poMINIlon,—be all no— 
NOUR and GLoRY ! 
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